Advanced surgical procedures: bone augmentation.
Over the last ten years there has been a significant increase in the range and type of edentulous defects that can be treated using osseointegrated implants. Encouraged by the long-term success of implant reconstructions in the edentulous mandible and maxilla, and the availability of novel implant attachments, clinicians will now undertake more elaborate treatment involving the partially edentate and those with localized or generalized tissue deficiencies. This clinical trend places increasing demands on the predictability, complexity and accuracy of the surgical procedure necessary to allow a successful prosthetic reconstruction. This is especially so when potential implant sites lie in areas of high aesthetic or functional requirements.